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    A Letter from Rev. John A. Urquhart.  (Interim Moderator)

Dear Friends, 
 
It was lovely to be with you on Tuesday 24th Jan for our Celebration of Talents Evening.  Following a 
delicious spread, Darren Philips, the Stewardship Consultant, introduced the theme of the evening.  
Darren chose as his reading some familiar words from St Paul’s Letter to The Romans, reminding us as
that as the Church, we are all members of the Body of Christ, each with a special part to play.  By the 
time the evening was over, we were busy chatting with each other, identifying each other’s gifts; gifts 
involving our hearts, our heads and our hands. 

The story is told of a little village which came under heavy fire in the conflict of a raging war.  As the 
smoke of battle eventually cleared, it was discovered that outside the Church, a statue of Christ had 
disappeared.  It had been blown off its pedestal and lay in fragments on the ground.  Tirelessly the 
villagers worked to collect the broken fragments to restore the statue piece by piece.  Eventually the 
statue was restored to its pedestal but sadly without the hands of Christ, the hands were never found 
in the rubble.  Instead, below the statue, were written the words, “Friend, lend me your hands”, in the 
hope that passers by would see that Christ now has no hands but ours to reach out to others, no ears 
but ours to listen to the lonely, no tongue but ours to offer words of encouragement and support. 
As our evening progressed, many were the gifts and talents identified; above all else what emerged 
from our time together was that the congregation has a clear strength in the area of socialising and 
people skills.    The congregation is richly blessed in the number of willing members who are always 
available to offer their gifts in the service of the congregation.  And of course,  there is always room for 
more folks to use their gifts and skills in building up the life of the Church. 

Many years ago, President John F. Kennedy stirred a nation in his inaugural address with a challenge, 
“Ask not what your country can do for you; ask what you can do for your country”.  Today, at this time of
change and challenge for all our churches, now as never before is the time to ask ourselves, what we 
can do for our Church. 

With every good wish and blessing. 

John A. Urquhart. 

           



          A Message  from Fiona McBride, Session Clerk
    

“Someone can’t do everything, but everyone can do something”. I was given this quote by another elder
just a few weeks ago before we gathered together to celebrate the gifts and talents that each one of us 
has been given by God. And how true it is. As I have said to a few people that it doesn’t matter what 
age we are, how fit or unfit we are, how busy we are, we are all able to do something. This is true in 
church circles as well. Everyone has a role to play in the advancement of Christ’s kingdom, in the telling
of the good news of Christ, in supporting the church (the people, not the building). There really is 
something for everyone. 

The one thing that stuck out to me from the celebration of gifts evening was the variety of things that 
people either felt they had strengths in or had an interest in. The Kirk Session will look at the report that 
has been written by Darren Philip from the Stewardship team at the Church Offices and find a way 
forward for us as a congregation. It was encouraging to see and should give all those who attended a 
boost and a reminder of just how much talent there is in our congregation – we need to find a way now 
of allowing people to use these talents/gifts in ways that they feel comfortable. 

The other thing that was highlighted as a concern was how difficult some people might feel it would be 
coming back to church. For many people coming back after the Covid outbreak will have been difficult 
and indeed some people may not be at the stage of coming back yet. For others it may be that they 
haven’t been at church for a lot longer and would struggle to come back because they wouldn’t feel 
comfortable, or they don’t know what reaction they would get. I reckon there are many people who are 
in this position, and I would like to let you know that if you are feeling like this then you are not alone. If 
you do have any concerns or worries about coming back to church then please contact me and we will 
see how we can help. 

I would like to finish with the same quote that I started with – “Someone can’t do everything, but 
everyone can do something”. We all need to be involved in the work here in Crosshouse and there is a 
role for everyone. The future of the congregation is dependent on us as a congregation and so I would 
encourage you all to think about what you can offer in terms of the gifts and talents that you have to 
offer – we all have them - “Everyone can do something”.

Yours in Christ
Fiona

Celebrating our gifts, time and volunteers     

 Over the past few months, Crosshouse Parish Church has been working with the National Stewardship
Team to think about how we offer our gift and time to God.  On Tuesday 24 January, a social evening 
was held in the church hall where we explored the gifts God has blessed this congregation with.  We 
summarised our gifts into three categories: 
• ‘Head gifts: knowledge, ideas and experience. 
• ‘Hands’ gifts: practical skills and abilities. 
• ‘Heart’ gifts: passions, interests and concerns. 

 What came through really strongly is the focus that Crosshouse places on people and relationships.  
Our strongest head gifts were around socialising, talking, listening, singing together and helping others. 
Our strongest hands gifts were around baking, hospitality, needlework and gardening.  Our strongest 
heart gifts were around family, people and sharing faith with others.   
 



These are just a small snapshot of the wide variety of gifts and interests which God has generously 
graced this congregation with.  The challenge is how we respond to God’s generosity in offering our 
gifts back to God.  Could our passion for people help create a renewed focus on inviting and welcoming
people to our church family?  Could our skills in hospitality allow us to offer a welcoming space to our 
community?  Could our skills in gardening or needlework be shared across generations, in our schools 
or community? 
 
Each of us has something we can contribute which enhances the life of the whole church.  Take a 
moment to think about what time or talents you could offer to God.  Whatever you can offer – however 
seemingly small – is of great value.  If you are able to give of your gifts or time to help Crosshouse 
Parish Church, please speak to an elder or the Session Clerk. 
   

 
Darren Philip, Stewardship Consultant, Stewardship and Finance Department, The Church of Scotland
Contributions from Catherine Richmond  (serious and light-hearted)

          TLM SCOTLAND

Dear praying friends,
At the time of writing I have just returned from the island nation of Timor-Leste in South East Asia.  It 
was a special privilege to be involved in the inauguration of the new office of The Leprosy Mission 
Timor-Leste.  This beautiful island nation is just 20yrs old, but is relatively poor by global standards 
(ranked 141st out of 189 countries) and continues to experience high numbers of new leprosy cases for
the size of its population.  It was inspiring to see the work our colleagues at The Leprosy Mission are 
doing to see Leprosy Defeated and Lives Transformed.

Your prayers and generosity are helping to make these challenges far less - thank you for all that you 
are doing!
Take care and God bless,



Brent Morgan   (International Director)

"Commit your actions to the Lord and your plans will succeed."Proverbs 16:
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

BLYTHSWOOD

While we are stretched by the current needs of people affected by the war in Ukraine, it's so important to 
continue projects that make a life-long difference to disadvantaged children and young people in 3 
continents.

When Lovemore used to fall asleep in class, it wasn't because of a late night but because he had risen 
at 4am to walk for 2hrs to reach his high school in Mhondaro, Zimbabwe.  The fatherless teenager 
worked hard and really prized the opportunity that Blythswood gave him by meeting his school fees.  
Last year he did well in his A Levels and now is working in commercial farms, saving hard to go to 
university.  Year after year, educational programmes run by Christian partner organisations in Europe, 
Africa & Asia change the lives of young people, helping them to escape from poverty and to fulfil their 
potential.

"Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it."
Proverbs 22:6
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

I SAID A PRAYER        
I said a prayer for you today
And I know Jesus must have heard.
I felt the answer in my heart
Although he spoke no word!
I didn't ask for wealth or fame
(I knew you wouldn't mind)
I asked him to send treasures
Of a far more lasting kind.

I asked that he'd be near you
At the start of each new day
To grant you health and blessings
And friends to share your way.
I asked for happiness for you
In all things great and small -
But it was for his loving care
I prayed the most of all
Amen

A TOUCH OF HUMOUR 

It's not easy being me - does this ring some bells!
Being me takes twice as long as it used to.
I walk into the kitchen - why am I there?
Was I going to make a cup of tea - just made one, so, no.
Ah, got it.  I meant to go upstairs - gosh, they squeak (my knees, not the stairs)
And stare blankly around ..... why am I here?
What happened to that incisive mind?
I think I might have left it in the living-room!!

 Catherine Richmond



Community Messages

1) A defibrillator has been installed on the outside wall of the church hall for use of the community. 
This is a joint venture between Crosshouse Action Now and Crosshouse Parish Church and purchased 
through St John’s Ambulance. 

The defibrillator is encased in a locked cabinet. In an emergency dial 999 and if required give your 
location. You will then be directed to the nearest defibrillator. You will then be given a code to open 
the cabinet extract the defibrillator and follow the easy-to-use instructions. 

A training/demonstration on how to use the defibrillator has been arranged in the church hall on 
Saturday 18th March from 1pm to 3pm. The training will be supplied by St John's Ambulance. Please 
come along and see how this important life saving apparatus can be operated.
All interested parties welcome.

Regards, Sadie
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

2)  Helping Hands is a Scottish Registered Charity operating within East Ayrshire and offering practical
assistance within the homes of our clients.  Do you know someone who could benefit from their 
services? If you’re interested, please follow the links below for more information on the Helping Hands 
project, the services they provide and how you can contact them.

Helping Hands
41 Campbell Place
Kilmarnock
East Ayrshire
KA1 4DY

01563 574333 -  helpinghands41@gmail.com  -  https://www.helpinghandskilmarnock.org.uk     

 Helping Hands came to my attention in an email. I thought that members might be interested either for 
themselves or as a contact for anyone who could use their services, Jack                                               
   

Oberammergau         Passion     Play  

Last September, during a week long holiday in Austria, in fact the highlight of it, I had the wonderful 
experience of seeing the Oberammergau Passion Play for the second time. On both occasions, when I 

told people that I was going, there were a few common questions, like:- Where? What is it? Is it in English?

Do you speak German? (The answer to both of which is no!)  Couldn’t you see one in this country? 

Why is it so different?  Here I will try to answer these questions.

So, Oberammergau is a village set in the south of Germany, in the beautiful state of Bavaria and has many
attractions for tourists. Outwith the Passion Play season, when it is not possible to stay there for more 
than two nights, it is popular as a base for hillwalking, sightseeing and winter sports. It is also known for 
the amazing murals on many of its buildings and as a centre for woodcarving.

https://www.helpinghandskilmarnock.org.uk/


As for the language of the play which is German, most people, though not all, are already very familiar with
the story and, whether we know it as Christ’s Passion or the events of Holy Week we have probably read 
the book! Or, at least, that part of it! Also we were each given the text in English, so could follow it, to 
whatever extent we wished.

There are many places where Passion Plays are performed but few, I would think, with Oberammergau’s 
history or scale.

In the early 1630‘s the Black Death was spreading rapidly across Europe reaching Oberammergau in 
1632. By the following year 80 villagers had died and the village elders and councils met and vowed that 
if the village survived they would perform Christ’s Passion every ten years. It is said that from then on 
there were no more deaths in the village! What we do know is that the next year they performed the 
Passion Play and have continued to do so for four centuries, missing only three decades. (In 1770 
and1810 when all Passion Plays were banned and in 1940.) There have also been a few occasions when 
it has been postponed for a year or two.

   In the early years the play was performed once, in the churchyard to fulfill the vow and after only a few 
decades it was moved to the first year of each decade. It didn’t take long to begin attracting the attention 
of neighbouring villagers and beyond, so in 1730 there were two performances. Numbers attending grew, 
as did the number of performances, and eventually the play had to be moved to a field on the outskirts of 
the village, where at the end of the nineteenth century the theatre was built. Last year saw the 42nd season
of the Passion Play, postponed from 2020, and it was performed five times per week for almost five 
months in a theatre seating 4,500! (And with a stage that can hold up to 2,000 people for the crowd 
scenes.)

 It doesn’t feel right to call such an amazing performance amateur but it is performed, staged, dressed, 
musicians, singers, director and anything else by local people. In fact to take part they must have either 
been born in Oberammergau or lived there for at least twenty years! In fact the whole village is involved 
in one way or another, so as you walk through the village the next morning you meet people you saw on
the stage the previous day.

What to say about the actual play? The story, as I said, is the very familiar one of Holy week performed by 
amateurs, but there is nothing amateur about it! It’s the same story with largely the same script but given a
different emphasis each time because they try to address what’s going on in the world at the time, so this 
time we saw more of the politicising that went on in the background to the well known stories! It is so 
realistically performed that it draws you in and you feel as if you are there, part of the crowd, and so it 
feels like a huge understatement to say that it was a very moving experience and one that I won’t forget 
in a long time.   Hugh McQuiston

PRAY FOR YOUR NEIGHBOUR

Romans 12 v5: So in Christ, we who are many are one body, and each member belongs to all the 
others

First of all let me apologize for not contributing to the church magazine for a while. I have been through 
a very difficult time recently. My sister whom I was very close to passed away in August within a few 
weeks of her daughter. Both had cancer and tried to care for each other. Through their illness, I prayed 
for them and prayed with them for their healing - so when they both lost their battle I was devastated. I 
couldn’t understand how God could allow this to happen, especially after all the prayers that had been 
said for them, both by me and members of the prayer chain. I was confused and angry and had many a 



time telling God how unhappy and disappointed I was with Him. During all this time I found I didn’t have 
it in me to pray - especially for other people. I felt that God wasn’t listening and I felt let down by Him.

I shared how I felt with my friends in the prayer team and Bible study, and they said that they 
understood and would pray for me.

It has been a long journey, but I can honestly say that without their prayers, their love, help and support,
I don’t know where I would be. Because of their understanding it really felt that I belonged to a 
wonderful supportive family who cared for me, and I can never thank them enough.

As the Bible reading says, we are all part of the one body, and we all belong to each other. I found that 
to be the truth, so can I please encourage you all to pray for one another, especially when you know 
that someone needs help. Sometimes we need both practical and prayerful help.

God has done a work of healing on me since August and I now feel that I can speak about prayer, and 
once again pray for others. He has also shown me that He was every bit as hurt as I was when Helen 
and Karen died, and that he grieves for all His children when something bad happens to them. I can’t 
imagine the pain he feels right now at the devastating loss of life caused by the earthquake in Turkey 
and Syria.

It kind of puts my pain and loss into perspective, whole families lost in a few minutes; thousands of 
people dead, and homes destroyed. The pain of loss is just unimaginable. Can I please encourage you 
to pray for all those who have lost loved ones, homes and everything they had. Pray also for the rescue 
workers, as what they witnessed must take a toll on them, spiritually, emotionally and mentally. These 
people need our help and support - whether that be financial or practical. We who believe, need to also 
support and surround them with prayer. May God have mercy on them and help them to recover from 
this awful tragedy. The thing is, we never know when it could be our turn to rely on other people to help 
and support us. I am so thankful that I had that support at a time when I needed it. And I thank God for 
his gift of prayer.

Matthew Ch 22 v 36-39: “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied: 

“‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first
and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: Love your neighbour as yourself.”

Who is my neighbour?

Love Heather

The Guild – Whose we are, Whom we serve!

Our guild in Crosshouse meets fortnightly on the 1st and the 3rd Wednesday evenings of the month 
over the autumn and winter.

“Wee Seeds, Big Trees” has been our theme for the past year.  Our new theme from September 
onwards is New Wine, New Wineskins!

We have a wide range of speakers throughout our session and are always open to new ideas.



On March 1st at 7.30pm Dan Ross from Kilmarnock is our speaker – his subject – “A Tale of Two 
Cities”.  Dan is a most interesting speaker and would have spoken on this subject last year had it not 
been for the bombings in Ukraine which brought his talk too close for comfort. 

In common with all Church of Scotland Guilds we support six projects over a three year period.  Current
projects are –

BEAT – 1.25 million people are affected by eating disorders – binge eating, bulimia and anorexia.

STARCHILD -  In Uganda brings inclusion to disabled children.  Their School for Creative Arts is a 
holistic centre bringing inclusion to those affected in that area of Uganda.

HOME FOR GOOD – More than 1400 children are in Scotland’s Care System, almost 600 more foster 
homes are required.

UNIDA, HEAR OUR VOICE – Offers educational opportunities to young women in Brazil training for 
service and leadership in churches.

VINE TRUST – VILLAGE OF HOPE IN TANZANIA – In an area with the highest incidence of HIV 
anywhere in the world, there are very many orphaned children.  The village of Kazuna provides shelter 
and homes, education and training for these street children and orphans.  They attend school, learn 
about farming, planting and growing crops, looking after animals, and fish farming.  They live in homes 
of 5 or 6 children with foster carers as a family.

CHOCOLATE HEAVEN – A project started by a Christian family on a remote island in S.E. Asia, where 
God was unheard of.  Local people are employed, fair wages paid and children are schooled. This 
increases the self esteem of locals, giving a way of life for the future.  Doors are opened for 
conversations about faith.  Locals are employed and trained in the right plants, time for harvest, 
moulding, packing and shipping. 

Our monetary donations help to upgrade and buy the machinery required in a chocolate kitchen.  These
forgotten people in SE Asia are a 16hour ferry journey from their island to leave the area.

The Church of Scotland Guild Office have just received their 1st delivery of the chocolate – available at 
£2.50/bar or £10 for a four pack mixed bundle.  Flavours include – milk, dark, cashew coffee, and pili 
nut with raisin coming soon. 

Orders can be placed with the Guild Office.

All are welcome to attend our meetings.  Should you wish to become a member (although an offering is 
taken at our meetings) membership is free in your first year.

 For further information contact Carole Barr -07974 968940.



                                                         Inspirational Artwork                        

©CSG CIC Glasgow Museums Collection and 
reproduced with their kind kind permission.

 A painting which moves me is Salvador Dali’s painting of “Christ of St. John Of The Cross” in the 
Kel                            Kelvingrove Art Gallery and Museum, Glasgow.

  The                            Catching your eye, you wonder exactly what it does depict: no suffering face, no nails through the hands        
ds,                              no crown of thorns and the view of the Crucifixion is from above. 

Jesus is  floating in a dark sky looking downward and this powerful feature is what moved me at first.
                                     I felt that I was being drawn into the picture rather than merely looking.

 Following Jesus’        Following Jesus’ vision we see clouds, then we are looking over a lake towards distant hills.

   The lake with the       The lake with the boats and fishermen represent the calling by Jesus to the fishermen to be “Fishers of 
                                     Men”. 

 My own interpretation is of Jesus in light looking from Heaven and linking God to the world.
                                  His open arms form the Trinity with the arms of the Cross and His head is the Circle of Unity. Looking

                               back upwards, we see the arms in the form of an embrace for all God’s people
                                        

                                   I would  strongly urge anyone to go and view the painting but check with the Gallery as the painting is
 f                               frequently out on loan. The painting is in a small discreetly lit room and the painting itself has a light
shining                    brightly on it. Seating in the room allows visitors to contemplate and meditate on the painting.
(A notice                  
The painting has     The painting has courted  controversy due to the cost and the subject matter. 

The enormous s      The enormous sum  (for 1951) of £8,2000 included the copyright. This means that  the cost has been
  recouped se           recouped several times over from sales of reproductions etc.

It has been dam      It has been damaged  by people who (presumably) saw it as sacrilegious. It is now accepted as an 
                                  important piece of religious art and was at one point displayed in the St. Mungo Museum of Religious Life 
and Art.                     and Art.    Jack
                                                     

The Drawing by Spanish 
Friar St.John Of The 
Cross, which originally 
inspired Dali



 From your editor:  

                                    There are some points which I have to make regarding this edition of the magazine.

1) I thought I might set the ball rolling with regard to what has given me spiritual inspiration in hoping 
that members might share their experiences. Art works, music, poetry, Bible passages, Hymns (whole 
or even just a verse), anything that has moved or comforted you in any way, you are invited to share. 

2) Parts of the features from Darren Philip and myself are originally in colour but unfortunately will only 
be in black and white for photo-copies. I sincerely hope that anyone receiving a photo-copy will still be 
able to appreciate all the points made.

3) My sincere thanks to everyone who has contributed to this edition of the magazine.
                     
The details for submitting contributions are: 
crosshouseparishchurch@cpcteam.org.uk    or   crosshousechurchmagazine@outlook.com        

Jack

I w           ou         

    

Interim Moderator: Rev. John Urquhart, Tel. 01563 538289, e-mail: 
john.urquhart@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Session Clerk: Miss Fiona McBride, email:  crosshouseparishchurch@cpcteam.org.uk

Church Website:  www.crosshouseparishchurch.org.uk 

Church email:   

Charity Status :  Crosshouse Parish Church (Church of Scotland) S.C. 011414

mailto:crosshouseparishchurch@cpcteam.org.uk
http://www.crosshouseparishchurch.org.uk/
mailto:john.urquhart@churchofscotland.org.uk
mailto:crosshousechurchmagazine@outlook.com
mailto:crosshouseparishchurch@cpcteam.org.uk

