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A Letter from Rev. John A. Urquhart.  (Interim Moderator)

Dear Friends,

As we look forward to beginning another new session in the life and worship of Crosshouse Church, we pass
on our congratulations and prayerful good wishes to Fiona McBride as Fiona begins her new role as Session
Clerk.  Fiona brings to this task wide and varied experience of the Church and I know we will all support and
encourage Fiona in this new venture.
Meanwhile we also thank Robert for all his work as Session Clerk for the past sixteen years. During that time
Robert has given exemplary service; always available to provide guidance and support. As has been said,
much of the work Robert carried out was like the tip of an iceberg; so much more going on quietly and without
fuss, behind the scenes of which many were unaware.  I am especially grateful to both Robert and Fiona who
kindly offered to record and edit my weekly reflection during those past two years, ensuring that members of
my congregation here in Kilmaurs, who were unable to attend Church, for whatever reason, were still able to
share in a weekly act of worship.  
Of course, we all have a part to play in the building up of Christ’s Church in our community and no more so
than in our regular attendance as health permits.  I am reminded of the poignant story from a bygone age in a
mountain village in Germany, a wealthy nobleman wondered what legacy he should leave to his community.
He made a good decision.  He decided to build them a Church.  No one was allowed to see the plans or the
inside of the Church until it was finished.  At its opening and dedication, many marvelled at the beauty of the
new building.  Everything had been thought of and included.  It was a masterpiece.  Suddenly someone said,
“Wait a minute!  Where are the lamps?  It  will  get quite dark in here.  How will  the Church be lit?” The
nobleman pointed to some ornate brackets on the walls and he gave each household a lamp which they were
to bring with them each time they came to worship.  “Each time you are here”, said the nobleman, “the place
where you are seated will be lighted.  Each time you are not here, that place will be dark. This is to remind
you that every time you are not in Church, some part of the House of God will be in darkness”.
In the New Testament, the writer of the letter to the Hebrews, urged his readers, “Let us not give up the habit
of meeting together”.  (Heb 10.25).  
With every good wish and blessing.

John A. Urquhart.

Pastoral Care.
As your Interim Moderator, if you wish a visit from me, either at home or in hospital, please do not hesitate to
let me know.  Please call The Manse on 01563 538289 or E mail John.urquhart@churchofscotland.org.uk 
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A Message   and intimations   from   Fiona McBride  , Session Clerk:

After Robert Pollock intimated to the Kirk Session that he wished to retire at the June meeting, it was the 
responsibility of the elders to appoint a new Session Clerk. I was asked if I would take on the role and was 
therefore duly elected by the elders at the June meeting after a private vote and took the oath de fideli as 
Session Clerk at a service in July. Tribute was paid to Robert during the communion service in June and gifts 
were presented followed by a lunch and further tribute will be paid elsewhere to all that Robert did during his 
time as Session Clerk. 

With this change I thought it might be helpful to indicate some of the main duties of the Session Clerk which 
are as follows: 

(a) with the Moderator or Interim Moderator to call and prepare for meetings of the Session;
(b) to keep Minutes of Kirk Session meetings;
(c) to attend to correspondence, including the issuing of Extracts;
(d) to be responsible for all Records of the congregation;
(e) to submit the Records of the congregation annually to the Presbytery for
attestation;
(f) generally to see to the functioning of the Session and the Church, to be concerned for the
welfare of the congregation, and to have a working knowledge of the Church’s practice and procedure.

Rev Scott Rae prior to me taking the oath spoke about some of these and also some of the other 
expectations that people can have of a Session Clerk. Alongside this there are other duties which the Session
Clerk will either take the lead or be involved in as things develop within the life of the congregation. As Robert
stated in June, the role of the Session Clerk is only a cog in the wheel – it takes the whole congregation, 
members, elders and board members to work together. 

The role of Session Clerk is a daunting one but one I feel God has equipped me to do. Like Robert though,  I 
can’t do it on my own and so I’m looking forward to working with everyone. I believe that God equips 
everyone for the tasks that he has planned for them. Sometimes we don’t know what those plans are, but 
God does. I certainly didn’t expect that I would become Session Clerk. I’m sure there will be things that you 
might not expect to do but I firmly believe that there is something for us all to do in the advancement of God’s 
kingdom. 

So as our Motto says lets keep “walking together in faith” as we seek to share the gospel with our parish and 
listen out for what God wants for us as individuals, as members and elders of Crosshouse, as a church but 
more importantly as disciples of Christ. 

If you need to contact me then you can email me on crosshouseparishchurch@cpcteam.org.uk

Yours in Christ
Fiona

Online Services Since the pandemic began, our online services have been a lifeline for many of our church 
members. Through our online services we may also have reached other people who for various different 
reasons can’t make it along to our morning worship. We will never truly know the impact that these services 
have had. It continued when we were able to go back into the church building and many still didn’t feel 
comfortable coming back but could still join us in weekly worship. To this day we are still reaching people of 
our own congregation and friends through our online worship which is distributed at the start of the week after
the Sunday worship. (cont’d on page 3)
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(cont’d from page 2) To help us continue this, we need people who are willing to help operate the equipment 
on a Sunday morning. It is a very straightforward set up but does require someone to man it each week. No 
technical knowledge is required but a basic understanding of computers would be helpful. You will be shown 
how all the equipment works. The commitment we are looking for would be around once a month and only 
involves the operation of the equipment as the preparation of the powerpoint and editing of the service is 
already covered at the present time. We are looking to establish a rota for this so that everyone gets a 
chance to engage in worship and not be task focused each week. If you or anyone you know – child or 
grandchildren of secondary school age – friends, neighbours then please speak to them or pass their name 
onto Fiona (email crosshouseparishchurch@cpcteam.org.uk) who will approach them. 

Unitary Constitution Over the past months, the Kirk Session have been discussing the possibility of moving 
to a Unitary Constitution. At the moment we function under a Model Constitution which means that we have a 
Kirk Session and Congregational Board. The Kirk Session has the responsibility for the spiritual matters of the
congregation and the Congregational Board has the responsibility for the property and financial side of church
life. In considering the Unitary Constitution it would bring the work both the Kirk Session and the 
Congregational Board together with one clerk (the Session Clerk) under control purely of the Kirk Session. So
the Congregational Board would cease to exist under a Unitary Constitution but the current members of the 
board would still be able to contribute in the same way in the committees that they currently serve on. In 
coming together it would also mean that there would only be one meeting and one clerk rather than two 
meetings and two clerks considerably streamlining and simplifying decision making. In essence it won’t 
change things as both the Session and the Board currently meet one after another. At the next Kirk Session 
meeting further clarification will be given as to how we proceed with this change and it is likely that it will lead 
to a congregational vote to approve the change as required by church law. We will give you more information 
as things progress. 

Young Church The Young Church will restart again after the summer break on Sunday 28 th August. Helen 
Paul and Margaret Shedden look forward to welcoming old and new members back amongst them. Young 
Church meets in the hall  just before the service starts and then they come into the church for the first part 
before  heading back into the hall to enjoy some activities. If you know of anyone of primary school age who 
would  like to comealong then please invite them to come with you or if anyone would like more information 
please email crosshouseparishchurch@cpcteam.org.uk and either Helen or Margaret will get back in touch. 

A Message from   Rev.   Eddie     Marshall  Many people from the congregation of Crosshouse were a source of 
strength and blessing to Florence and me in the time we shared with you. In those special years of my 
ministry, I was certainly blessed to some degree by all of you who are reading this, and it was a special part 
of our lives as a married couple to live among the people of Crosshouse in the Manse. 
A minister needs good solid and dependable people to work alongside, and I certainly found that in 
abundance in Crosshouse. Circumstances have kept us in closer contact with the congregation than would 
normally have been the case in the past, which is a positive for Florence and me but a source of concern and 
uncertainty for you as you ponder the future and what church life will be like in a deferred vacancy and 
proposed union. The Manse has been sold and with it your hopes of having a minister who is solely devoted 
to the parish community. What will it be like in a union? Will the Presbytery allow the congregation to keep the
church and halls? Will the congregation be able to maintain its upkeep? 
Let me encourage you to please listen to Jesus when he says, “Don’t worry about tomorrow, it will take care 
of itself.” rust Him, my friends. Remember that while kings and kingdoms may all pass away, He and His 
Kingdom will not. Yesterday, Today and Forever, Jesus is the same. He will not forsake you or abandon you. 
Where two or three are gathered in His Name, there He is among you.  (cont’d on page 4)
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(cont’d from page 3) We need inspiration from those around us in times like this, people who have gone 
‘above and beyond’ to spur us on to do our bit. 
When we work together, although we may not reach the heights of our ‘heroes’ or feel that we come close, 
our collective efforts reap dividends. In your midst is one that I would like to name among my personal 
‘heroes’ in my time as your minister and that is your Session Clerk until June this year, Robert Pollock. When 
I came, you had two joint clerks, Jan Fullarton and Robert, who had taken up the responsibilities (for 2 years!)
in 2006. 16 years later, Robert, who had soldiered on following Jan’s retirement, as sole Session Clerk, 
Robert has decided to take a well-earned retirement. Full marks and credit to Jan, who also gave sterling 
service while she was able. A session Clerk’s function is not an easy one and a minister needs their strong 
solid support. Robert and Jan were very visible and supportive leaders to the Kirk Session, and the 
congregation would have felt the benefit of their labours on many occasions perhaps without even knowing 
what they had done. 
They kept the minutes of Kirk Session meetings. I know that Jan and Robert ‘covered’ for elders who were 
sick or on holiday and did it quietly and discretely. At times they would have had to address Presbytery when 
the congregation were cited to appear for legal business (thankfully not on disciplinary matters). 
They did all this at the same time as their daily work, Jan a primary school teacher and Robert running his 
own business practice, and even after retirement, as many of us retirees find, juggling with family concerns.  
Robert was contemplating standing down over two years ago when the pandemic threw everybody’s lives 
and businesses into unprecedented turmoil. Churches were severely affected with all the rules and 
regulations of not meeting and then, when they could meet, with so many restrictions and adaptations to 
meet. Robert did a power of work, not only in calculating the seating arrangements, but also the registers that
had to be kept of who was attending and when. Them there was the recording and putting services out on the
internet for folks to view at home. He had lots of help and support throughout his tenure as Session Clerk and
now it’s time for him to step back and let others support the new Clerk, Fiona whom we all wish well. I admire 
Robert for all he has done, and I hope you do too, and will take the inspiration he gave us into the future, 
which will be different, but will require your endeavours just as much as before. 
  
With much love and affection, 
Eddie. 

A word for members of Crosshouse Parish Church from Robert Pollock As most of you will be aware                 
by now, I have stepped down as Session Clerk, effective from the last Session Meeting on Tuesday 14th June.
I have been, to use a cliché, honoured to be your Session Clerk for the last sixteen years, since 2006.
At the time, I took on the position until someone more worthy could step up..........!

Joking aside, I am pleased to have been able to give time and assistance in the organisation and running of 
the Church in Crosshouse over that period.
Of course, I remain an Elder of the Church and will still be involved in church activities - we need as many 
people as possible to help maintain the church here in Crosshouse.
I was most surprised, embarrassed and humbled by the thanks expressed by yourselves in the form of 
generous gifts presented on Sunday 5th June.

A rather beautiful stained glass Celtic Cross in shades of green, reflecting my Irish heritage,together with a 
Garmin GPS device for tracking my cycling outings - at my age, perhaps I should have more sense, but 
hopefully cycling helps keep me fit(ish).
I note that it has a heart rate monitor - are you trying to tell me something? (cont’d on page 5)



(cont’d from page 4)

             

The Celtic Cross                        The Garmin GPS

At the last Session Meeting, at which I stepped down as Clerk, Session appointed sole nominee Fiona 
McBride, as our new Session Clerk.
Fiona is very able and is familiar with the intricacies and formalities of the Church of Scotland.
I hope you will join with me in wishing her well in this new position and assure her of the support of you, the 
members, as we move forward
to secure the future of our church in Crosshouse.

Again, many thanks to you all

Robert Pollock 

The latest from the Guild
Crosshouse Guild Meetings will commence on Wednesday 28th September with a visit to the Palace Theatre    (
for Loudoun Musical Society’s production of Shrek the Musical. 

Future meetings on the 1st & 3rd Wednesday evening of the winter months are currently being organised.              
We are a small group but would welcome others  to join us. The Church of Scotland Guild is a nationwide 
organisation for both men and women. 

 Our local GuildRally will be held in the New Laigh Kirk on Monday 5th September at  7.30pm when Eleanor 
McCallum will take over as convenor of Irvine & Kilmarnock Guilds Together from Rae Lind.  
John Herd will be the speaker and your support would be greatly appreciated.  

The Guild Roadshow in the Howard Centre in Kilmarnock in May was a most enjoyable day supported by 
over 100 Guilds women and men.

The Annual Gathering will be held in the General Assembly Hall in Edinburgh on Saturday 10 th September.  A
coach has not been hired this year but those wishing to attend, of a certain age, can travel free on public 
transport.  The meeting will also be live streamed on computer, IPhone and tablet for those unable to attend 
in person.     

For further information please contact Carole Barr 07974 968940



Co  n  tributions from Catherine Richmond –   serious and light-hearted

TLM SCOTLAND:  Zaw is from Myanmar and first noticed there was a problem with his foot about 10 years ago. 
had an open sore which didn't heal but it didn't hurt so he didn't bother with it and lived happily with his wife and son.
Eventually someone in his family suggested it might be leprosy and took Zaw to TLM's partner hospital in 
Myanmar where he was diagnosed with leprosy.  his fingers had started to claw but surgery corrected this.  
Sadly Zaw's wife did not want to be married to a man with leprosy, divorced him and walked away with their 
son.
Unfortunately Zaw's suffering did not end there.  His ulcerated foot did cause problems and when he 
fractured his foot he needed an amputation.  He says he is happy at the hospital and without it would feel 
depressed and would die early.

"Because of your support, prayers & donations, I've had proper treatment here.  Thank you very much. " 
 Zaw Win Thain.

"He heals the broken-hearted and binds up their wounds."   Psalm 147: 3

CHRISTIAN AID:   Janet Zirugo from Zimbabwe has faced the painful struggle of hunger; of having to give 
everything to provide for her family.  It's that fight which makes her happiness now even greater.  Janet's 
community is now benefitting from your support.  With access to drought-resistant seeds, water taps and 
training Janet's land can now grow millet, sorghum, groundnuts, maize, amaranth & various vegetables and 
beans.  It's enough not just to feed her family but has surplus food to sell.
Your gift doesn't just mean children eating well but mothers learning how to keep their families healthy - no 
matter the weather conditions.

Janet's prayer:  "I pray God will be with me and my family.  Please give me the strength to fend for my family.
  Amen"  

SMILE FOR YOU:
Smiling is infectious; you catch it like the 'flu,
When someone smiled at me today, I started smiling too.
I passed around the corner and someone saw my grin.
And when he smiled I realised I'd passed it on to him.
I thought about that smile, then realised all its worth,
A single smile like mine could travel round the earth. 
So if you feel a smile begin, don't leave it undetected
Let's start an epidemic quick and get the World infected!

A TOUCH OF HUMOUR

An irate taxi driver to fare:
"There'll be no charge, lady, you did most of the 
driving!"



2022 Shoe Box Appeal – Blythswood Care –   from Avis De  n  im Last year your kindness and generosity at  

Crosshouse made a difference to just over 100 people as this is the number of boxes that we were able to 

make up and send to Blythswood plus money.  Last year 82,952 shoeboxes and bags were donated to this 

appeal and sent off to Eastern Europe and hopefully this can be done again this year.

This year Blythswood Care are again helping vulnerable communities across Eastern Europe. They trust that 
they will be able to deliver boxes to Albania, Bulgaria, Hungary, Kosovo, Moldova, Romania, Serbia and 
Ukraine!

I have already started the making up of boxes and have nearly filled 20 already but I really would be so 
grateful for any help that can be given whether it is in donating shoe boxes, helping with wrapping boxes, 
donating goods/knitting things for going in the boxes, helping to fill the boxes or donating money to enable me
to buy as much as I can to fill as many as I can.  I have been able to get in to wholesalers in the past where I 
can pick up some great goods at cost price and I am hoping that I might be able to do this again this year.  
Usually we tend to have a shortage of certain things to suit the age/sex of the boxes so it is often really useful
to go and get them there with some of the money donations that you give.

I am aiming for that the shoe box appeal to be completed by the end of September at Crosshouse so that by 
the October, school week I can organise the pick up to take place.  As yet they have not sent me the forms 
but I am hoping that this will happen very soon.  But please get in touch with me on 07508175928 or 
adenim21@aol.com if you have any questions or would like to help in some way.  
Below are a list of some filler ideas for anyone needing ideas.

A personal rather than editorial message from Jack  I cannot say much more than Fiona McBride, John 
Urquhart and Eddie Marshall have said about the work done by Robert Pollock as Session Clerk. Already an
excellent Session Clerk, Robert coped superbly well over the last two years in what was one of the most 
traumatic times in the history of Crosshouse Parish Church.

As editor, I sincerely appreciate the support Robert has given me since I took on the role  and I am sure that 
everyone will have enjoyed his contributions to the magazine. (Hopefully, I will continue to receive
contributions from Robert and Joan.)   

I wish Fiona McBride Blessings as our new Session Clerk and look forward to further contributions from 

Fiona
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From your editor: 
My sincere appreciation for the contributions to this edition of the magazine.and I look forward to continuing 
contributions.  Bible Passage  or Hymn (even part of a Hymn), which mean something to you? Others may 
find encouragement or comfort when you share words. This also applies to any pieces of music , passages 
of  literature, inspirational speeches etc.
  
 Contributions can be emailed to crosshouseparishchurch@cpcteam.org.uk    or 
crosshousechurchmagazine@outlook.com     or can be hand-written and passed to myself.

With best regards, Jack

.

Interim Moderator: Rev. John Urquhart, Tel. 01563 538289, e-mail: 
 john.urquhart@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Session Clerk: Miss Fiona McBride, Tel: 07732943602, email: fi_mcbride@hotmail.com 

Church Website:  www.crosshouseparishchurch.org.uk 

Church email:   crosshouseparishchurch@cpcteam.org.uk

Charity Status :  Crosshouse Parish Church (Church of Scotland) S.C. 011414
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